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Good evening. We are very honored to be with you in Paris. It is wonderful to be able 
to visit with Georgia Tech alumni so far away from Atlanta. You are a shining example 
of the Institute’s global reach. I understand you have met several of us who are here 
from Georgia Tech, including Georgia Tech’s First Lady Val Peterson. 
 
Georgia Tech is a global institution. Universities, companies and governments from 
around the world continuously look to Georgia Tech in their efforts to grow science, 
business, and technology, as well as literacy about these fields.   
 
Almost 25 years ago in Metz, France, Georgia Tech established its first international 
campus. Since 1990, Georgia Tech-Lorraine has been offering the same world-class 
undergraduate, master’s, and Ph.D. programs that are available on our Atlanta 
campus. And on Nov. 30, 2010, I was proud to participate with other Georgia Tech 
leaders and French officials in the signing agreement that launched the creation of 
Georgia Tech’s Lafayette Institute. In just three days — on Monday, May 26, in Metz — 
we’ll see the early fruits of that agreement when we celebrate the Institute’s official 
inauguration, followed by a ribbon-cutting ceremony and reception. Lafayette Institute 
will become an innovation hub that will broaden Georgia Tech’s global footprint by 
focusing on technologies at the intersection of materials, optics, photonics, electronics, 
and nanotechnology. 
 
From Paris, we are roughly 90 minutes from our Georgia Tech-Lorraine campus in 
Metz. I hope you will take the opportunity soon to visit, if you haven’t already. Our new 
Lafayette Institute is located adjacent to the existing Georgia Tech-Lorraine building. 
The new facility has 25,000 square feet containing offices, laboratories, and a 5,000-
square-foot clean room that is fully equipped with state-of-the-art nanofabrication tools 
to support innovations in optoelectronics and advanced semiconductor materials 
brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk
provided by Scholarly Materials And Research @ Georgia Tech
research. Georgia Tech faculty members who are world-renowned experts in organic 
materials and semiconductors will manage Lafayette Institute. 
 
Georgia Tech partners internationally on everything from research and teaching to 
logistics. The Institute has almost 1,100 academic faculty, 21,500 students, and 
140,000 alumni living and working around the world. For Fall 2014, 23 percent of the 
applicants are international. We have admitted students from 87 countries. It is getting 
more difficult each year to be admitted to Georgia Tech, and I commend the admitted 
students for being accepted to our prestigious institution. Congratulations.  
 
Georgia Tech is ranked as the seventh best public university in the United States. It 
has America’s largest engineering program, and it is one of the best in the U.S. and in 
the world. The Academic Ranking of World Universities, or Shanghai Rankings, lists 
Georgia Tech number eight in the world in engineering/technology and computer 
sciences.  Georgia Tech also has outstanding programs in architecture, computing, 
liberal arts, business, and the sciences. 
 
Our total enrollment from Asian countries is 3,645, and 1,248 of those are 
undergraduates. Georgia Tech students represent 115 different countries, including of 
course, China. In fall 2013 Georgia Tech had almost 500 undergraduate students and 
more than 1,000 graduate students from China. The Institute’s visibility in the Chinese 
academic community is increasing dramatically. For example, in 2007 Georgia Tech 
received 36 applications from Chinese students. For fall 2013, we received 1,854. 
 
In fiscal 2013, Georgia Tech conferred a total of 343 degrees to students from China 
— 44 bachelor’s, 237 master’s and 62 doctoral. For fall 2014, we have 233 admitted 
students from China. 
 
In fall 2013, we had 153 students from France enrolled — eight at the undergraduate 
level and 145 at the graduate level. We would like to add to those numbers in fall 2014, 
when we have ?? students from France who have been accepted for admission. We 
hope a substantial portion of those ?? will decide that Georgia Tech is the place for 
them. 
 
To help international students succeed at Georgia Tech, we have created a mentor 
program to acclimate students to the American culture. We also offer a GT 1000 class, 
providing mentorship for first-year students’ entire first semester. There are more than 
400 student organizations, including the French Club, that help students become more 
involved and offer leadership opportunities while in college. 
 
When students graduate from Georgia Tech, they are prepared as innovators and 
leaders. Students are an active part of research and discovery, and in fact, more than 
70 percent of invention disclosures name one or more students among the inventors. 
Most are offered good jobs immediately upon graduation. For two years in a row, 
SmartMoney magazine has named Georgia Tech as number one in the U.S. for return 
on investment.   
 
Almost five years ago the faculty, staff, students of Georgia Tech, along with alumni 
and community leaders, teamed to create a 25-year strategic plan, called “Designing 
the Future.” It was launched in fall 2010, and is posted on the Georgia Tech website. 
One of the plan’s five main goals is to “Expand Our Global footprint and Influence to 
Ensure That We Are Graduating Good Global Citizens.”   
Our global positioning strategy includes the goals of  
• expanding the world’s footprint at Georgia Tech in Atlanta, 
• expanding and leveraging Georgia Tech’s impact around the globe,  
• and embracing and supporting globally-engaged students.   
Currently 46 percent of Georgia Tech graduates have some form of international 
experience during their undergraduate career, compared to the U.S. national average 
of 10 percent. 
 
Georgia Tech partners in research and education in several countries around the 
world. Georgia Tech faculty, staff, and students have a global impact. For example, our 
faculty has created a model to forecast flooding in Pakistan up to 10 days in advance. 
They are developing logistical solutions for the Panama Canal. They’re involved in 
interdisciplinary research to find new, more effective ways to fight diseases. They are 
working on solutions to such global challenges as air pollution, energy, and clean water 
all over the world, as well as big data, cybersecurity, and advanced manufacturing. 
 
I wish all of you could visit our main campus, especially if it’s been a while since you’ve 
seen it. It is 400 acres located in the middle of the city. In addition to being beautifully 
landscaped and winning awards for sustainability, the campus offers outstanding 
resources for learning. While it is not the same as visiting in person, we would like to 
show you a video to give you an overview of Georgia Tech. 
 
For those admitted students here, you should know that you are among a select group 
of students to get into Georgia Tech. Of the some 25,000 who applied for fall 2014, 
only about 2,500 were offered admission. Most of those have a grade-point average of 
above 4.0. You were selected not only for your impressive academic skills, but also 
because you have demonstrated leadership skills in your schools and communities. 
 
While you are at Georgia Tech, we will partner with you and help you develop as a 
leader and innovator. Even before you graduate, you will have opportunities to start 
your own companies and create inventions that will make our world a better place.  At 
Georgia Tech, we have a number of traditions. One that I particularly like occurs every 
year during the first week of May, when I personally get to shake the hand of every 
student who graduates. I look forward to seeing you at Georgia Tech and shaking your 
hand when you walk up to accept your diploma. 
